Dear Jim, O'Toolo/Penthouse 7/28/75 

Whan O'Toole's book came out i read about a chapter, noted the ripoff of WU IV 
on tho dust jacket, and decided the time to read the crap would bo wasted. 

When Flog# came up Saturday he gave ire a copy ,f tho August Penthouse. It lias 
artiolea by Soule (separate note aaya it io consistent with all my earlier observations 
about his writing) and a chapter of O'Toole. I rsau both last night. 

O'Toole's lack of factual, detailed knowledge is clear, he in provisos and glides 
over, apparently baaod on the reading of the work of others partly supplemented, 1 
would guss-j, but relatively little time in the Archives and probably more in Bud's files. 
It is tho little errors tliat I tiiiuk show how much one knows, how muca real wore he 
has done, etc. I have marked thin copy where there are ouch things, ^lle "The first 
reports of -in fill— Oswald eoiy.cction had reaches tiss cocoiaaion five days earlier..." 
than 1/27/64. (He assumed tiiat tlio first report was 1/22 and Pcntiiounc made no chhnge 
and he dlda t at this late date. 

This whole thing is built around WW IV. It is probably or..o 01 fcu* reasons tho 
book wai-i delayed. (They took, soaie junk out or it was even slimmer before this.) 

That, uncredite*., is bad enough. But what is worse is tiiat, consistent with but 
more pointed than tho dust-jacket deception and misrepresentation is the way the 

first graf ends: 

"Without explanation or fanfare, tho aovermgnt quietly released one of the most 
highly classified documents held in the v ults of tlio National Archives, the trans- 
cript 01 the Worsen Commission moating ol **ouday t January 27, iy64." fie is than 
consistent after a cLipla$ of ignorance ovor withholding: 

"while the dec l a nn l f icatlon ana reiiaae of any of the /omaisnion transcripts 
would have been a historio development, the choice of tide particular 
executive oeteion was mildly sensational because of the subject discuseod." 

Thi3 has him Baying tlat all lh9 transcripts then were aloe ified and withheld, 
or has him saying ho doesn t know a dawned thing about them, or toikea the ripol'f c a s e 
a lot stronger. The ingoreancf.' flaunted t.'irougkout tuilde it more. 

With out hiBtoiy with Penthouse, this b-oomea plagiarism, I think, Not only did 
they have our book end try to rip it off but we went into this public-domain Jazz 
and had depose’ aaaurancos that they would not use thin transcript. I am tho one who 
raised th . question witn him. u* was explicit, although he said they already had 
it. u e snlu he knew it was our work end tho whole story, as obviously he did from 
reading tlu) book. 

Romamber, this publication is core than a year after t;e caw Penthouse. And they 
utili hav( tlu xdivJ.. wo Lav*. not been able to gw t bu.k. 1 UdnA that; under these 
circui-atancen, thin kind in wilting, ,he« u'i’oaie had to ki.cw utter from the first 
anti without doubt. . r.nthouoo did is designed tc bo hurtful and complicates tiiat by 
the intent to steal out work. Hot saying it is ours when noth knew it and pretending 
that the govommont just released it when it was tho result of a suit and released 
to mo (consistent with no mention of any of too other things ho used from my books) 
represents a door intent. 

The uestion, of course, is can we do anything. 

I think it sight •» a wortawMla gesture tc give Bud a copy of thi 8 first 

paragraph only, just give it to him. I'd not call hia at ;enti..n to the o' her virtuoso 

displ.^m cf Ignorcvio. 

The the ari eing O'TooJ.o does based on this is incane: the FBI contrived to phone 
hhO on the first-floor/s cond-floor T*JBI) phoe at precisely 12*50 11/22/64, Just to 
3ot up a meeting at the Texas Theater just to give hi-n the money to buy a earl 
The alleged support of this theory is sillier and crazier, Be even theorizes based on 
this theorizing tiiat out-of-control FBI agents were the anraaainn. TO 


